Several good papers were read at the last meeting of the Clinical Society, but undoubtedly the interest of the evening-centred in that of Mr. Mayo Robson, in which he gave a careful review of the comparative merits of the various methods which are in common use for securing union of the divided edges of hollow viscera. He arranged these methods in three main groups, (al Simple suturing, without any mechanical aid; (b) the production of adhesion by some such apparatus as Murphy's button, by which a line of pressure-necrosis is produced; (c) suture over some form of temporary support, which will afterwards be dissolved by the action of the intestinal juices, and in relation to this he described the decalcified bone bobbin which he is in the habit of using. Among the disadvantages of the first method were the longer time which it required if interrupted sutures were employed, and the difficulty of preventing narrowing of the lumen of the canal if an attempt were made to use the continuous Buture. As to Murphy's button, cases were related in which it had either gone astray or had been retained, and it was pointed out that, if any error were made in applying it, it might be impossible to unfasten it for the sake of purpose of readjustment, and that it had happened that, to set the bowel free, an operator had found it necessary to excise afresh, the portion grasped by the button.
The advantages of Mr. Mayo Robson's decalcified bone bobbins were that it was possible with their aid to bring the mucous membrane into accurate apposition, so as to protect the deeper layers and thus to avoid the production of that circle of granulation tissue which was the cause of after contraction ; that by the use of the continuous suture, the two ends of which could be tied firmly together the line of junction was held so firmly against the bobbin as to be rendered immediately water-tight, independently of the closeness of the stitches; that by the firmness with which the peritoneal suture, also a continuous one, could be tied, the silk was practically buried; that the whole process could be rapidly performed ; and that, by virtue of the wide opening through the bobbin, the pent-up contents of the proximal portion of the bowel could immediately diffuse through the empty gut below, so soon as the clamps were removed. These points were demonstrated by Mr 
